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CAUSEWeb and Statistics Vocabulary– Roger Woodard

· Roger Woodard presented a new taxonomy to extend the Statistics portion of the Math Taxonomy

· Statistics and probability are often taught by non statisticians/mathematicians, and often taught in other disciplines (biology, engineering, etc.)

· How does taxonomy fit into NSDL at large?

· When/how does Math Group take on notion of “rest” of metadata?

· Comments from existing taxonomy developers (partial representation, partial notation of comments)

· Original taxonomy: 

· Wanted a two level taxonomy (at least have most major topics covered at those levels, so a 5 level taxonomy is a bit heavy) to enable a browse structure.

· Final taxonomy was “agreed to” as an intermediate cross-walk between existing taxonomy implementations

· Intended to have terminology that “works” for K-12 and undergraduate education

· ACTION: Provide the draft revision to all original participants in the development of the math taxonomy to get their input by end of June 2004.

· SUGGESTION: CAUSE/original participants should examine the proposed revision to see if a 2 or 3 level structure would be mutually acceptable for the goals of the original taxonomy.

· SUGGESTION: Move Probability to new high-level entry (i.e., new 10.0 and move Applications to 11.0).

· GOAL: By NSDL All Projects Meeting—(a) have a mathematics/statistics community “approved” taxonomy and (b) solicit input from disciplinary communities as to applicability of a “statistics” taxonomy to statistics taught/learned in their disciplines. Hold a session to convene group. Would this be useful to them?

MathDL – Lang Moore

· Convergence, Math History Magazine from MAA in MathDL

· New MathDL site to be unveiled shortly

· (Both) new MathDL and Convergence use the same content management system, leveraged funding for Convergence to implement new MathDL

· Plans to use Math Taxonomy as browse structure in JOMA.

· Suggestion to use numbers to order the pull down browse taxonomy, is it possible to suppress the numbers from the display

· Question: Is there a taxonomy manager?

· In process of setting up OAI provider

· JOMA has been “offline” (not publishing) for 5 months at this point since December 2003

MERLOT – Jim Rutledge

· Questions: Who’s using our stuff? And how is it getting used?

· “Personal Collections” feature. Through December 2003 – about 700 personal collections created.

· Have RSS feed, federated search

· In 2003 had 23 system partners, numbers dropped; but have grown campus partners; publishers (McGraw-Hill) have joined

· “Not sure where the collaborations are headed”, perhaps a digital marketplace

· Transitioned Peer Review process to include large number of volunteer peer reviewers

Ethnomathematics Digital Library – Nancy Lane

· Discovering and digitizing print materials

· Exploring with RMIT publishing in Australia, having Ethnomathematics DL materials through their databases

· Implemented Math Taxonomy (but used as alphabetized list, per recommendations from their Advisory Board); expanded category 10: Applications

iLumina – Gabriel Lugo

· Implemented OAI Provider and Harvester

· Harvesting selves to use as a mechanism to transform metadata to MARC records

· Plans to harvest NSDL as well, then insert into WorldCAT (OCLC?) library

MathQuery (Integre) – Ben Jones

· Evaluation engine to use low-level queries using XPath to create high-level queries in computer algebra systems, uses MathML, intended for search means.

· Example say “give an example of a linear function f(x) if follow x up the path tree in MathML to make a qualitative description, the sort of thing that one could do easily on the blackboard.” Does it contain this structure.

Teaching Differential Equations – Paul Blanchard

· Proof of concept grant to collection of differential equations (organization and computation)

WebWork – Mike Gage

· http://webwork.math.rochester.edu/
· Has problem library (about 4000 problems, mostly Rochester’s library)

· Trying to figure out how to get regular submission of problems (done currently on adhoc basis)

· In 4th revision of WebWork: templates, modPerl, etc.

· New system: http://webwork2.math.rochester.edu/webwork2/ give a list of courses (hosting machine), take a look MAA1 (login: profa and password: profa)

· www.openwebwork.org links to SourceForge tarball of WebWork software (requires Apache 1.3x with modPerl 5.6x and CPAN or GDDM (?, backend db), has issues with Perl 5.8 and Apache 2.0 (esp. safe.vm))

Mathdemos.org – Lila Roberts

· Proof of concept site

· Writing proposal for continued funding

Probability and Statistics Collection - Kyle Siegrist

· Applets and components of applets

· Idea to drop applets into webpages to have text wrapped around them

Math Forum (note from discussion of sustainability efforts)

· Upgraded cataloging/organization of puzzles used in Problems of the Week and have subscription access for a fee ($40/school year?)

Other Issues:

· Nancy Lane

· Working with group in Australia trying to develop professional development courses for middle and lower-high-school teachers, teaching outside their discipline

· Looking for additional resources/groups doing work in this area (PMath, focusonmath.org (Math Science Partnership project), WGBH Teacher’s Domain)

· Gabriel Lugo

· Sees need to differentiate research materials from teaching materials in main NSDL harvestable collection

· Unattributed

· “NSDL is not a useful resource”, “I don’t go to NSDL”, losing sight of goal

Issues the Conference Group might take on

· Unique identifiers

· Technical and social features to track use at NSDL level
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